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The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
OSSOFF). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

NATIONAL CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS AND 
EMPLOYEES WEEK 

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, our Na-
tion just concluded National Correc-
tional Officers and Employees Week. 
Because the Senate was not in session 
last week, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to recognize these heroes and 
everything they do to protect our peo-
ple and uphold the rule of law. 

Every day, correctional officers go in 
to work to guard and operate our Fed-
eral prisons, State prisons, and local 
jails. They not only administer justice 
on behalf of innocent victims, but they 
also defend the guilty from unjust ad-
versity. 

They combat the drug trade so that 
addicts can recover. They fight back 
against vicious prison gangs so that in-
mates can have a chance to find re-
demption instead of recidivism. They 
confront the most violent offenders so 
that persons with short minimum-secu-
rity prison sentences don’t turn out to 
have what is a death sentence. 

Without safety, security, and struc-
ture, our prisons and our jails would 
devolve into anarchy, into chaos, and 
crime. Correctional officers combat 
these forces of disorder so that these 
facilities can instead be centers of self- 
improvement and, indeed, correction. 
As a result, many inmates are able to 
pursue education, learn marketable 
skills, and find solace in God. 

The profession of a correctional offi-
cer is both noble and very dangerous. 
Fewer than 450,000 correctional officers 
protect and police approximately 1.5 
million inmates in a normal year, 
around the clock, every minute of 
every day. 

Riots, jailbreak attempts, and tar-
geted anti-police violence are common 
and result in particularly high-risk sit-
uations for correctional officers. In a 
9-year period measured by the National 
Institutes of Health, correctional offi-
cers suffered over 125,000 work-related 
injuries and 113 tragically lost their 
lives. 

Correctional officers willingly endure 
this danger, suffer these injuries, and 
sometimes give their lives so that our 
families, neighborhoods, and commu-
nities can be safe. The least we can do 
is to recognize their sacrifice and ex-
press our gratitude. 

This year, our correctional officers 
did even more than usual. For the past 
14 months, they have worked tirelessly 
to keep our inmates healthy in the 
middle of this global pandemic. They 
shifted normal confinement arrange-
ments, and they maintained order 
among the population under enhanced 
stress due to coronavirus protocols. 

Correctional officers have done an 
amazing job and saved so many lives 

during this crisis. Sadly, some even 
paid the ultimate price for their work. 
They should be proud of their work, 
and we ought to be proud of them. So 
from the floor of the U.S. Senate, I cer-
tainly can say I am proud of our cor-
rectional officers. 

But our Nation should go beyond 
gratitude. We ought to give correc-
tional officers the funding, the wages, 
the equipment, the facilities, and the 
support that they need. 

To start, Congress can finally crack 
down on contraband cell phones. In-
mates use them to maintain their 
criminal enterprises from behind bars 
and to terrorize those who put them 
there. They also use them to victimize 
other inmates and to prey upon ran-
dom victims outside prison walls. In 
other words, prisoners use these cell 
phones to undermine the life’s work of 
correctional officers. 

Contraband cell phones are even used 
as tools of retribution against the offi-
cers themselves. In 2010, a gang mem-
ber imprisoned in South Carolina used 
a contraband cell phone to order the 
murder of Captain Robert Johnson. 
Captain Johnson was then mercilessly 
shot six times in the chest and stom-
ach in his own house. Remarkably, he 
survived the attack, and he is now a 
leading advocate for taking action 
against contraband cell phones. 

Regrettably, the use of contraband 
cell phones shows no sign of slowing. 
On the contrary, they are becoming 
ubiquitous weapons inside of our pris-
ons. While available technologies can 
be helpful, it is also increasingly clear 
they are not capable of solving the 
problem alone. So that is why I will 
soon be reintroducing my Cell Phone 
Jamming Reform Act. This bill would 
empower State prisons to install jam-
ming technology and turn contraband 
cell phones into nothing but useless 
paper weights. This easy and common-
sense step will honor the hard work of 
correctional officers to clean up our 
streets and to keep our Nation safe. 

The men and women of this coun-
try—law-abiding citizens and those 
who serve their time alike—owe a debt 
to our Nation’s correctional officers. 
So I, once again, want to thank them 
for their courageous and diligent serv-
ice. And I hope they took time last 
week to celebrate National Correc-
tional Officers and Employees Week be-
cause they certainly deserved it. 

ABORTION 
Mr. President, a few years ago, main-

stream news articles trumpeted, sup-
posedly, stunning news out of Scan-
dinavia: Iceland was close to elimi-
nating Down syndrome. Eureka. Fan-
tastic. 

How is it possible? Have these Ice-
landic scientists discovered some 
amazing and miraculous new gene ther-
apy? No, they hadn’t because Iceland 
wasn’t eliminating Down syndrome. 
Iceland was eliminating babies with 
Down syndrome using prenatal testing 
to identify genetic anomalies and then 
aborting the babies that had those 
anomalies. 

According to one Icelandic genetic 
counselor—and this is a direct quote. I 
am not making it up. You might think 
I am. 

We don’t look at abortion as murder. We 
look at it as a thing that we ended. 

Imagine, how ghoulish that is. That 
is what this counselor and some like 
him believe, that a baby is just a 
‘‘thing.’’ But if they are honest with 
themselves, I think if they look into 
their hearts, they know the truth: Ba-
bies with Down syndrome aren’t just 
‘‘things.’’ They are living human 
beings of inestimable value who are 
loved by their Creator, even if they 
aren’t protected by the law or valued 
by too many in society. 

Sadly, Iceland is no exception. In 
many parts of the world, a Down syn-
drome diagnosis is tantamount to a 
death sentence. And while in America, 
thankfully, we are more welcoming, 
sadly, we still terminate roughly two- 
thirds of babies diagnosed with this ge-
netic condition. That needs to change. 

A civilized nation has a responsi-
bility to protect our most vulnerable 
people, and that means we have an ob-
ligation, especially, to protect unborn 
babies with Down syndrome. 

My home State of Arkansas passed a 
law to do just that—to make it illegal 
for an abortionist to perform an abor-
tion if they know it is motivated solely 
by a Down syndrome diagnosis. You 
would think this law would be 
uncontroversial. You would think a 
country that cares about ending dis-
crimination against people with dis-
abilities would leap at the chance to 
outlaw a particularly evil and final 
form of discrimination. After all, this 
Congress has taken many steps in re-
cent years to protect those with dis-
abilities. But, no, you would be wrong. 
That is not what happened. The abor-
tion lobby kicked into high gear and 
got a liberal judge to block Arkansas’ 
pro-life law from going into effect. 

The pro-abortion Guttmacher Insti-
tute denounced laws to protect babies 
with Down syndrome as ‘‘dangerous 
and coercive.’’ Now, this should not be 
surprising coming from the 
Guttmacher Institute. After all, it is 
named after a former leader of the 
American Eugenics Society, as so 
many abortion advocates can also 
trace their lineage to the dark, so- 
called science of eugenics of early last 
century. 

These modern-day eugenicists and a 
few liberal activist judges are putting 
babies with Down syndrome at grave 
risk every day. These babies can find 
no refuge under the laws of many of 
our States and our Nation. 

But, thankfully, that may be chang-
ing. The State of Arkansas is fighting 
to save its pro-life law in court, and to-
morrow, I and Representative ASHLEY 
HINSON, along with many of my col-
leagues in Congress, will submit an 
amicus brief urging the court to pro-
tect these most innocent and vulner-
able young babies. Time will only tell 
if the courts will hear these pleas. 
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But while we will make the most per-

suasive legal arguments available on 
the law and the facts, I must add that 
the most effective advocates for justice 
will always remain those little babies 
with Down syndrome and the parents 
who brought them bravely into this 
world. They will be the first to tell you 
that a person with Down syndrome 
isn’t a burden. It isn’t just a ‘‘thing,’’ 
to quote the Icelandic eugenicists. 
These babies are persons. They are 
fearfully and wonderfully made. They 
are created equal in the eyes of and 
image of God, just like each and every 
one of us. 

So let us fervently pray that one day 
soon, our laws will reflect this very 
basic truth and protect these innocent 
children. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VOTE ON MOTION TO DISCHARGE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the question is on 
agreeing to the motion to discharge 
the nomination of Chiquita Brooks- 
LaSure from the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

Mr. BROWN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN assumed the 

Chair.) 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH) is necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 51, 
nays 48, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 184 Ex.] 

YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—48 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 

Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 

Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Portman 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 

Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—1 

Heinrich 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

HIRONO). Pursuant to S. Res. 27 and the 
motion to discharge having been 
agreed to, the nomination will be 
placed on the Executive Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays 
before the Senate the pending cloture 
motion, which the clerk will state. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of Executive Calendar No. 108, Ronald 
Stroman, of the District of Columbia, to be 
a Governor of the United States Postal Serv-
ice for a term expiring December 8, 2021. 

Charles E. Schumer, Margaret Wood Has-
san, Tammy Duckworth, Jon Tester, 
John Hickenlooper, Tammy Baldwin, 
Brian Schatz, Gary C. Peters, Tina 
Smith, Cory A. Booker, Christopher 
Murphy, Debbie Stabenow, Richard 
Blumenthal, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Chris Van Hollen, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Alex Padilla. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Ronald Stroman, of the District of 
Columbia, to be a Governor of the 
United States Postal Service for a term 
expiring December 8, 2021, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER assumed the 

Chair.) 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Mexico (Mr. HEIN-
RICH) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. YOUNG). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Are 
there any other Senators in the Cham-
ber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 68, 
nays 30, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 185 Ex.] 

YEAS—68 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Brown 

Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 

Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Duckworth 
Durbin 

Ernst 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 

Markey 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 

Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Toomey 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—30 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 

Fischer 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 

Paul 
Risch 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—2 

Heinrich Young 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. On 
this vote, the yeas are 68, the nays are 
30. 

The motion is agreed to. 
The Senator from Louisiana. 

f 

IMPROVING MENTAL HEALTH 
ACCESS FOR STUDENTS ACT 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I am 
going to talk for a few minutes about 
mental health for our kids. I think 
many Americans have known and, un-
fortunately, some Americans have 
loved some of our fellow citizens who 
suffer with depression and anxiety and 
thoughts of suicide. It is a particular 
problem for our young people. CDC re-
ports that one in four young Americans 
have actually considered suicide, and, 
in fact, the second leading cause of 
death for young people is suicide. 

I am sure there are a lot of reasons 
for this. I think it is harder to be a 
young person today. Many of our kids 
see things that those of us who are 
older didn’t have to deal with until we 
were adults—drugs, of course; alcohol; 
also, social media. You can still find 
kindness in America, but unfortu-
nately you have to go offline to do it. 

Some of our young people—many of 
our young people—just need someone 
to talk to. Some of them, when their 
anxiety and their depression is acute, 
need medical treatment, and this bill 
will simply provide a mechanism for 
our young people to receive it. 

The bill, as I said, is called the Im-
proving Mental Health Access for Stu-
dents Act. It would provide that 
schools—our universities—be required 
to print phone numbers for the Na-
tional Suicide Prevention Lifeline, the 
Crisis Text Line, and a campus mental 
health center or program on the stu-
dent ID cards. 

This bill would not require our 
schools to tear up current ID cards. It 
would be phased in. And if a school 
doesn’t use an ID card, they don’t have 
to start using an ID card. My bill 
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